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The Concept of "TEN" in Ryukyu Creation Myth

WU HAINING

This paper focuses on the creation myth of Ryukyu in "Chuzan
seikan","Chuzan seifu”,and "Kyuyou", and investigates the concept of "TEN". The
islands of Ryukyu were all created by a god who fell from heaven and obeyed the
command of the emperor of "TEN". The first Kings of Ryukyu, were are believed to
be descendants of the "Tenson". The concept was used to legitimize the absoluteness
of the kings, while influencing the process of creation of official histories.

This paper demonstrates the concept of attaching great importance to"TEN"in

the creation myth of Ryukyu.
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