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On “Villainin” in Kumiudui
— The concept of character names in classic kumiudui — focusing on the

names of major villain characters —
Kouta SUZUKI

There are approximately 70 confirmed works of “classic kumiudur” created in early modem
Ryukyu. Most of these works are categorized into the genre of revenge play. There are always
“villains” in these revenge plays. The villains in kumiudui have the character names, which
evoke the images of historic figures, such as those related to “amawari,” “the jana tribe,” and
“Janaoyakatarizan.” However, these names only give the image of the historic figures themselves,
and neither the works or the characters reflect the historical facts. Having verified all of the 27
revenge plays in classic kumiudui, the figures that can be listed as motifs of a villain are the
aforementioned three figures only. Thus, it can be said that in kumiudui the names of historical
figures (proper nouns) are not used in the concept of the character names for villains.

However, among the verified works, a kumiudui called “gosamarutyu-giden” reflects the
actual historical facts. In this work, both character names and their stories perfectly correspond to
their respective historical facts. Considering on the basis of newspaper articles and other materials
from the Meiji Era, it is suggested that this work was potentially a novel kumiudui newly created
during the Meiji period. Hence, it can be pointed out that “gosamarutyu-giden” is a work, which
had an influence on Ryukyu historical plays (Ryukyu shigeki) and other plays born during the Meiji
period, and, from the aforementioned concept of villain, in kumiudui it is suggested that the works
reflecting the historical facts can be classified as novel kumiudui.
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