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Ryukyu Revue by the Nichigeki Dancing Team:

Performance of Okinawan Song “Asadoya Yunta”
Miki TAKAHASHI

This study investigates the adoption of the Okinawan song “Asadoya Yunta” and
its demonstration method by the Nichigeki Dancing Team, targeting their Ryukyu
Revue. The Nichigeki Dancing Team performed from 1939 through 1948. From this
study, three conclusions are drawn. First, the dancing team performed a Revue titled
“Yaeyama archipelago,” consisting of the Okinawan Shin-Min'you (a new [at the
time] and creative folk song) “Asadoya Yunta,” a common Japanese song. Second, this
Revue was based on Okinawa, where the team traveled to twice, in 1939 and 1940,
in order to study the Yaeyama dance before a stage show was planned and produced.
Third, King Record Co., Ltd. did not produce a recording of “Asadoya Yunta” because
Nippon Columbia Co., Ltd. possessed the copyright to the lyrics.
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