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The Movement of Okinawan Textile Collections to
Europe
Setsuko NITTA

This paper discusses why Mr. Langewis’ Okinawan textile collection moved to
European countries and affords a new perspective on Okinawan textile history.

Dr Josef Kreiner researched the volume of Okinawan textile collections in Europe
(1982-1985). He found that approximately 15 museums in Europe owned close to 500
pieces of Okinawan textiles. His study also revealed that Mr. Jaap Langewis, a Dutch
curio dealer, gathered approximately 300 pieces of Okinawan textiles; however, he did
not specify the motive behind the collection.

We found a new manuscript by Mr. Jaap Langewis in 2019 and analysed it with several
of his books. Consequently, we found evidence that he visited several ikat production
areas, took photographs, and collected the clothes, materials, and tools needed for ikat
production from 1952 to 1958. Our research indicated that he aimed to research the ikat

technique in Japan. This suggests that he was both a curio dealer and field worker.
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