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A Comparative Study of Okinawan Woven Fragments
in the Museum der Kulturen Basel and in Japan

Yoshikuni YANAGI

The author conducted a survey of Okinawan textiles at the Museum der Kulturen
Basel in Switzerland, the Textile Museum Krefeld in Germany, and the Wereldmuseum
Rotterdam in the Netherlands during 2017-2019. J. Langewis, a Dutch art dealer in the
1950s, was deeply involved in the collection of these Okinawa textile materials in Europe.
The author focused on the textile fragments from the surveyed materials and studied their
relationships with both textile fragments held in Japan and the textile materials published
in books. As a result, the eight textile fragments in the Museum der Kulturen Basel were
estimated to be the same as those in the museum collections of Okinawa and the thirteen
textile fragments in the book. These Japanese textile materials were compiled by Nakai
Keinosuke and others in the 1950s and the 1960s. Keinosuke Nakai had a business in
Kyoto called Tawaraya, which dealt in antiques. It is thought that Langewis obtained
many of his textiles from there. There is a possibility that the textile materials from
Okinawa were divided into two parts, one in Japan and the other in Switzerland, through
the agency of Keinosuke Nakai and Langewis. As for the Museum der Kulturen Basel's
textile fragments, we found six pairs of twelve items that were registered with different

collection numbers, but were found to have originally been the same textiles.
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