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From the Time of Politics to the Time of Festivity:
Transforming Images of Okinawa in the Radio
Dramatization of Saki Ry{izd’s “Sangosho no shima de”

Kosuke FUJIKI

This article compares “Sangoshd no shima de” (On the Island of Coral Reefs), a
1972 novella by Japanese author Saki Rytizo, with its radio dramatization aired in 1980.
Set in the days leading to the 1972 reversion of Okinawa’s sovereignty, the novella
is based on Saki’s own life with his second wife, born on Ishigaki Island, while also
commenting on the conflict between the mainland Japanese and Okinawans and critically
reflecting on Saki’s own identity as a mainlander living in Okinawa. However, in the
1980 radio drama, the story has undergone a significant change, in which the focus shifts
towards presentation of the nature, culture and history of Okinawa and Ishigaki Island.
By situating the radio drama in the context of Okinawa after its reversion, this article
observes a drastic change in the Japanese perception of Okinawa over the course of the
1970s, from the one which evokes the political turmoil in the reversion movement to that

which is closely linked to tourism and exoticism.
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