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Exhibitions of Okinawan Textile Collections in
Mainland Japan

Setsuko NITTA

The museums in Europe have about 400 Okinawan textiles. It can be presumed that
the Okinawan textiles in Europe were collected in mainland Japan before World Warll.
The reason for this presumption is that the Battle of Okinawa caused devastating damage
to Okinawa's cultural property.

This paper discusses when the Okinawan textile collection was started and who
gathered the Okinawan textiles before W.W.II.

Several studies have proved that a researcher from mainland Japan visited Okinawa
and collected textiles in the 1920s. Further, some Okinawan textile exhibitions were held
in mainland Japan at the same time, and this study found previously unknown exhibition
catalogs.

As a result, it can be determined that there were three steps. First, Keimeikai
gathered many Okinawan textiles in the 1920s. Second, artists in mainland Japan became
collectors of Okinawan textiles after the exhibition of Keimeikai. Third, the Mingei

Kyokai gathered many Okinawan textiles in 1939.
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