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A Study of Daija-Odori in Kamihirakawa, Okinoerabu
Island

Akemi MOCHIDA

The traditional Daija-Odori ( & ¥ ¥ 1 , literally - "big snake dance"), which is
performed in Kamihirakawa, a village in the municipality of China on Okinoerabu Island,
features a more than 12m-long snake puppet boisterously dancing while suspended in
mid-air. It is a kind of play involving music, dancing, as well as movement and dialogue,
and has been compared to the "Shushin Kaneiri" Kumiodori musical. There is still much
that remains unknown about Daija-Odori - this art form has been passed down by word
of mouth for at least 300 years, while written historical documents mentioning it are rare.

This study explores the origins of the dance based on interviews with local residents.
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