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Okinoerabu Island and Kumiodori
— Discussion about Cultural Inheritance in Michinoshima Islands and Ryukyu —
Kota SUZUKI

Okinoerabu Island located at Oshima-gun, Kagoshima still has many Ryukyu
performing arts. Advanced studies indicate that a folk performing art,

“Yakko dance” is effected by Ryukyu on music and lyrics however there are less
examples that demonstrated reasons why Ryukyu performing arts have been inherited.

This study indicates culture exchange between Ryukyu and Okinoerabu Island in
early modern and modern (from Meiji to early Showa) with documents about reasons
why many Ryukyu performing arts have been inherited to Okinoerabu Island until
today to discuss about how and with which background Kumiodori inherited to Azefu-
aza and Ryukyu performing arts inherited to Okinoerabu Island have been penetrated
until today.

As the conclusion, Michinoshima Islands and Ryukyu who used to have
communication with old Ryukyu temporary had less communication due to an
invasion of Satsuma however, on the occasion of the tributary from the end of the
modern era, the communication with Ryukyu was permitted only at the time. At the
rime of the tributary, Japanese customs were prohibited therefore it is considered that
it was an opportunity to purely understand much Ryukyu culture at the time. At the end
of the modern era, some people in Okinoerabu Island learned from Ryukyu therefore
Ryukyu performing arts and its culture had been inherited and penetrated through
such communication with Ryukyu. As the result, an environment where people could
enjoy Ryukyu performing arts had been already established when they were frequently
conveyed to Okinoerabu Island after the Meiji era therefore many Ryukyu performing

arts are preserved as folk performing arts until now.
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