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Research on the Okansen-odori Stage: Focusing on
Stage Curtains
Hitoshi MOGI

During the Ryukyu Kingdom era, representatives of the Chinese emperor would
visit the kingdom for sakuhou (the appointment of a king). The banquet entertainment
organized for the delegation is called Ryukyu geino (the Ryukyu performing art).
It was performed on a special stage built in the courtyard of Shuri Castle. The first
such stage, albeit temporary, was erected in 1719. Subsequently, different stages were
created every time a sakuhou ceremony was held. The banquet entertainment is also
known as okansen-odori, (the crown-ship dance), and the stage is called okansen-odori
butai (the crown-ship dance stage).

Okansen-odori was initially performed by samurai in the Ryukyu Kingdom.
However, private actors took over after the kingdom disappeared in the latter half of
the 19th century. The stage itself underwent a major transformation.

Among various traditional performing arts in Japan, those that use their own
stage have a unique format based on their own performance concept. Understanding
the stage format of the Ryukyu era would pave the way for understanding the essence
of Ryukyu geino.

This article focuses on stage curtains used in Ryukyu geino, to examine changes

in this performing art by observing changes in the curtains.
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