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A Rhythm Analysis: The Melodies of “Ushideeku” in
Okinawa Island in Comparison with the Melodies of
“Hachigatu Odori1” in Amami Oshima Island.

Susumu KUMADA

The purpose of this paper is to shed new light on the dispersal and mutual influence
of the melodies of folk music in the northern Ryukyu cultural area by comparing
the rhythmic structures of the melodies of “Ushideeku” in Okinawa Island and
“Hachigatsu-Orodi” in Amami Oshima Island. It is argued that comparative analysis
of “rhythm patters of syllables” can reveal the relationships among folk melodies of

different regions and genres in terms of affinity,closeness, and dispersal.
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