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Music in Kumiodori, Traditional Music Drama of Ryukyu
Atsumi KANESHIRO

The aim of this article is to discuss the musical styles used in kumiodori, focusing
on the most classical pieces.

Kumiodori dialogue consists of verse in 8/8/8/6-syllable form. Male characters
recite powerfully using a restricted pitch range, while female characters recite
melodiously on four pitches based on the ryukyu scale.

Music is used when main characters appear on stage, and is of high dramatic
importance. Young male characters use cheerful pieces in relatively fast tempos,
while female characters use more expressive pieces in slower tempos. Male characters
generally use instrumental pieces without singing.

In important scenes, musicians often sing songs conveying a character’s
emotion. There are two techniques: first, utilizing the traditional image of the song
as a metaphor; and second, transposing the key of a specific piece higher or lower, or

performing variations to express emotion.
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