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Comparison of Meiji Era and Present-Day Shuri Dialect:
A Research Note on “Okinawa Taiwa(vol.7)
‘Chapter 7 Miscellaneous’”
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Tsuneshige ARAKAKI, Tomomasa KUNIYOSHI,
Katsuyo TONAKI, Mieko YAMADA,

Yoshiko OMICHI, Kyoko HAYASHI

The purpose of this paper is to make it clear the differences between the
Ryukyuan language in the diachronic document “Okinawa Taiwa(vol.7)‘ chapter
7 Miscellaneous’” and modern Shuri dialect. In this study, we translated the
“Japanese” written in “Okinawa Taiwa” to modern Shuri dialect. The variations
which were made by each speakers were written in the remarks.

We also made diachronic study to compare this modern Shuri dialect material
and the Shuri dialect of “Okinawa Taiwa” written in the Meiji Era. As a result,
we confirmed that there were some differences between them in vocabulary and
grammar. One of these differences is the Okinawan language particle "DU".
According to the grammar rules of Okinawan language, it was necessary to use "DU"
to emphasize text and to make the last word of the sentence a different form. In this
paper, we will classify emphasized sentences using "DU" with examples.

In addition, we mentioned the transient change of the particle "syaai" of

Okinawan language meaning the Japanese particle "de".
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