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Local Notations of Folk Songs
from Okinoerabujima Island

Akemi MOCHIDA

This paper presents the results of my investigations related to the folk songs
in Okinoerabujima island, one of the Amami islands, focusing on methods of
local music notation. These notations were once in use by local music performers
in the post-war period of the island. They decided to undertake the difficult task
of transcribing folk songs without any musicological training, because they were
concerned with the declining interest in the traditional music among younger
generations. Most of them tried their original way of description, some using
Arabic numerals, some even employing Kanji characters, while only one performer
accepted the Ryukyu Kun-kun-shi-note method. I also discuss the pros and cons of
introducing notes to learning folk music in general, by analyzing some cases of local
notation with their backgrounds, and comparing them with cases from other Ryukyu

Islands.
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