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Kinjo Tetsuo and the Film “Yoshiya Chiru Monogatari”

Toshikazu SERA

The film “Yoshiya Chiru Monogatari (The Yoshiya Chiru Story) ”, which
Kinjo Tetsuo wrote, directed and produced in the early 1960s, is his starting point
as a filmmaker. Kinjo Tetsuo is also well known for his later work on the Sci-Fi TV
drama series “Ultra Q” and “Ultraman” under Tsuburaya Productions in Tokyo.
His film “Yoshiya Chiru Monogatari” is one of the major moments of achievement
in the history of Okinawan film making under U.S. military occupation. This
film is a historical drama of Okinawa, based on the legend and the anecdotes of
Yoshiya Chiru. She has been known for a long time as the heroine of the sad story
“Kokenoshita (Under the Moss) ” by Heshikiya Chobin. Then why did Kinjo
choose the story of Chiru for his first film work, and what kind of originality does
his choice and the film show? From these questions this paper examines the film

"Yoshiya Chiru Monogatari" focusing on its background and narrative structure.
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