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Ijangs in Batanes Ids and Lasalimu Fort in Buton Id
- Protohistoric ‘Fortification’ in the Archipelago of Southeast Asia -

Takashi SAKAI

Summary

Ijang ancient structures found in the Batanes Islands, Philippines, was reported
by Eusebio Dizon as fortification ruins, and he appeared similarity with Gusuku
structures in Okinawa. After field observation on Savidug Ijang and Dinojo Point
Ijang,this paper confirms that the function of Ijangs is not fortification but religious
monument of Megalithic culture. Meanwhile, on Lasalimu Fort ruins, one of
early fortification among numerous number of such remains in the Buton Island,
Indonesia, it was found structural resemblance in several elements with Ijang. And
it was constructed before the development of ceramic trade in this island. Firstly I
thought that fortification of Southeast Asia and Gusuku were originated as treasure
house monument, which were combined with religious prayer space. However Ijangs
and Lasalimu do not show any elements of treasure house. If similar structure is
found among much number of Gusuku, these examples will be considered as good
comparison data to understand the development of prayer space in the early history

of Southeast Asian archipelago area.
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