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Analysis of “Miezu”, Ryukyu King Sho Family Related
Documents, by the Basic Units of Kasuri Fabric

Yoko YAMADA

In the Ryukyu dynastic era, paintings called Miezu were used as the design
plans of the fabrics produced in Kumejima, Miyako, and Yaeyama, ordered
from Shuri, where the royal castle located. These paintings, in modern era,
are important resource to study on the change of the Ryukyu fabric designs
throughout the dynasty. "Miezu-cho" (King Sho Family Related Document
No0.0004-0010) in the Naha City Museum of History, are the seven booklet
collection of the Miezu. The collection consists of 366 Miezu paintings and 2
pieces of cloths. This paper indicates the differences among the Miezu paintings
in the “Miezu-cho” in the Naha City Museum of History, the Okinawa Prefectural
Museum, and other various institutions, by analyzing the Miezu on the “Miezu-

cho” by its basic kasuri units.
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