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The Production of Traditional Textiles in Lao P.D.R:
The Purpose of Producing White Cotton Textiles in
the Village Community of Tai Don

Sachi MAEGAWA

Women of Tai Don, a group of ethnic minorities that live in the Northern
Lao, have been producing handmade textiles in spite of the having a sufficient
amount of products in their market. This is because their unbleached white
cotton textiles are essential for their ceremonial occasions, religious service and
daily lives. The textiles are considered as tools to measure the weaver’s character
and the legacy to her descendants. In the village, the amount of unbleached white
cotton textiles woven by each women represents her integrity and diligence. The
larger the amount of textile a woman weaves, the more respect she will gain,
and vice versa. Therefore, to keep the villagers from talking bad about her Tai
Don women try to weave the textiles as much as possible. These textiles are also
used as gifts to the weavers’ family at weddings or funeral ceremonies. By giving
these self-made textiles to others, the weavers pass their legacy on to their future
generations. This paper focuses on the details of the Tai Don women’s purposes

of weaving and the meaning of their traditional textiles.
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