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Positioning and Iconography of Ogoe, the Royal
Portraits of the Kings of Ryukyu

Nobuyuki HIRAKAWA

Ogoe or Ugui is a series of royal portraits of the Kings of Ryukyu. The
portraits are estimated to be continuously produced for about 400 years, from
1470 to 1879, which is also known as the Second Sho Dynasty. Unfortunately, all
of them were lost in the Battle of Okinawa, and there are only ten pictures, which
were taken by Yoshitaro Kamakura before the Battle of Okinawa, left in present.
However, the pictures show that Ogoe consists of the images of the King, the
servants, and the tools for the ceremony. These images are similar to the ones in
China. That is, the Ryukyu Kingdom had connections with the Ming Dynasty, and
the Qing Dynasty in China.

This paper analyses each images of the Ogoe portraits using the pictures
taken by Kamakura, and categorizes them into two groups; the one illustrated
in the period of the Ming Dynasty, and the one illustrated in the period of Qing
Dynasty.

It is important to analyze the meanings of the images, which are the varied
in each Ogoe portraits, as tools to understand the visualized view of the Ryukyu,

and its artistry.
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