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Comparison of Meiji Era and Present-Day Shuri Dialect: A

Research Note on Okinawa Taiwa(vol.6), Chapter 6 “Travel”
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Tsuneshige ARAKAKI, Tomomasa KUNIYOSHI
Katsuyo TONAKI, Mieko YAMADA

Yoshiko OMICHI, Kyoko HAYASHI

The purpose of this paper is to make clear the differences between the Ryukyuan language
of the diachronic document Okinawa Taiwa, chapter 6, “Travel” and modern Shuri dialect.

In this study, we translated the “Japanese” written in Okinawa Taiwa to modern Shuri
dialect on the basis of the transcriptions of Shuri dialect speakers. Notes were put in remarks
columns where translations differed depending on the speakers.

We also made diachronic study to compare this modern Shuri dialect material and the
Shuri dialect in Okinawa Taiwa written in the Meiji Era.

As a result, we confirmed that there were some differences between them in vocabulary
and grammar.

Especially remarkable is the adverb “DUTTU?” It was found that it is rarely used in
modern Shuri dialect.

We clarified that “DUTTU” in the Meiji Era was often used to modify other adverbs and
adjectives, and that in modern Shuri dialect “YUFUDU;*TPPE,*YUKAI” and other words are
used in place of “DUUTU”
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