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In the Shadows of Two Empires:

Filipino Performers in mainland Japan and Okinawa
Nobue SUZUKI

This essay investigates the social and political contexts and experiences of
Filipino male entertainers of “American” popular culture—more specifically jazz and
boxing—in mainland Japan and Okinawa from the end of the nineteenth century to the
present. The paper demonstrates that their performances and lives expose the complex
politics and shifting gendered and racialized hierarchies imbricated for over a century
in the contexts of U.S. and Japanese imperialisms. Filipino performers’ experiences
suggest that an inquiry into ethnic, non-elite people’s lives in relation to their cultural
productions will throw new light on the manifold impacts on the peoples and places
that have been varyingly disadvantaged by the manifold dominations of U.S. and

Japanese empires.
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